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	To:
	Council

	Date:
	24 March 2025

	Report of:
	Director of Law, Governance and Strategy

	Title of Report: 
	Public addresses and questions that do not relate to matters for decision – as submitted by the speakers and with written responses from Cabinet Members


Introduction
Addresses made by members of the public to the Council, and questions put to the Cabinet members or Leader, registered by the deadline in the Constitution, are below. Any written responses available are also below. 
The text reproduces that sent in the speakers and represents the views of the speakers. This is not to be taken as statements by or on behalf of the Council
This report will be republished after the Council meeting as part of the minutes pack. This will list the full text of speeches delivered as submitted, summaries of speeches delivered which differ significantly from those submitted, and any further responses.
Addresses and questions to be taken in Part 2 of the agenda
1.	Address from Professor Nick Maynard – Support for Motion 16a (Strengthening Ethical Procurement and Investment Policies to Reaffirm Oxford City Council’s Commitment to Human Rights and International Law)
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[bookmark: _Hlk146706628][bookmark: _Toc193787234][bookmark: _Hlk161253220]Address from Professor Nick Maynard – Support for Motion 16a (Strengthening Ethical Procurement and Investment Policies to Reaffirm Oxford City Council’s Commitment to Human Rights and International Law)
I am here to speak in support of the motion before the Council to “Reaffirm Oxford City Council’s Commitment to Human Rights and International Law”. I have spent 4 weeks in Gaza over the last 18 months leading Emergency Medical Teams on behalf of MAP and have witnessed with my own eyes multiple war crimes committed by the Israeli military, which are clear breaches of International Law. These war crimes have been ignored by our government and our media, being silent whilst continuing to support Israel, allowing Israel to commit these war crimes, to commit genocide with impunity. The ceasefire in Gaza has been broken illegally by Israel – on March 18th alone 174 children were killed by the Israeli military. It is time for our politicians, both national and local, to stand up and speak out against these multiple breaches of International Law, and Oxford City Council must demonstrate their commitment to Human Rights and International Law by publicly calling out these war crimes and demonstrating their support for Gaza.
In Gaza I witnessed things I never would have expected to see in any healthcare setting. I have witnessed deliberate targeted attacks on hospitals – not only since October 7th but indeed as far back as 2014 when Al Wafa Hospital, a beautiful neurorehabilitation hospital was completely destroyed by the Israeli Air Force.  There have been many other hospitals which been targeted in the intervening years.  Al Aqsa Hospital was attacked with Israeli missiles whilst I was operating on a critically injured lady on January 4th. Not only have the hospitals been bombed but the Israeli ground forces have systematically destroyed the laboratories, have systematically destroyed the dialysis machines, the CT and MRI scanners, the gas and water supplies and the sewage facilities in order to make them completely disabled and unable to function as hospitals. And let me completely dispel the false narrative given to us by Israeli spokesmen, and repeated by our media and politicians, that these hospitals have been used as Hamas command bases – none of us, not a single humanitarian worker that I know, has seen any evidence of Hamas militants in the hospitals. There is no credible evidence at all to support this narrative.
More than a thousand healthcare workers have been deliberately targeted and killed including friends of mine, people I have worked with over the years. Friends of mine have been discovered dead with bullets in their head and their hands handcuffed behind their back. Over 400 healthcare workers have been abducted and illegally detained and tortured. I have taken direct audio and video testimony from 2 individuals I worked with. Both were detained for 54 and 60 days respectively, having been abducted from Indonesian Hospital and Nasser Hospital. They both told identical stories of being stripped naked, handcuffed with their hands behind their backs, blindfolded, their genitals beaten, beaten up to 12 hrs per day, had dogs set on them repeatedly, and electrocuted. Adnan Al Bursh was a well-known orthopaedic surgeon who I briefly worked with in May 2023 – he was abducted and imprisoned and tortured to death. A detailed investigation by a Sky investigative journalist, speaking to many fellow detainees describe how he was serially raped to death for 2 weeks before he died.
70% of the patients I treated were women and children. Let me tell you about Aya and Ala, a brother and sister who were bombed in their home and whose parents were killed by the same bomb. They were brought to Al Aqsa Hospital as a mass casualty admission in January when I was there. Ala was 6 years old, and I discovered him lying unconscious on the floor of the waiting area not having been seen by anyone, and the first thing I noticed was a large hole in the side of his chest with air being sucked in and that is a rapidly fatal condition unless treated. He also had a hole in the head from shrapnel - we resuscitated and stabilised him but to this day I still do not know whether he survived. I suspect not. His sister, Aya, had a badly fractured leg and it was so displaced that it was cutting off the blood supply to her foot so that leg had to be straightened urgently. This was a day at al Aqsa Hospital, like most days, when we had run out of all pain relief. We had no strong pain relief, and her leg had to be straightened without any pain relief at all. I can still hear her screams as her leg was straightened, and those screams will haunt me for ever. Let me tell you about another girl whose name I never found out who came in with burns so bad to her face that my colleague could see her facial bones. She was never going to survive, not in Oxford, not in Gaza, but we could not even let her die peacefully. We had no pain relief to give her, and she died in agony in public lying on the floor of the waiting area of the emergency room
Let me tell you about Lama, an 18-year-old girl and Tala, a 16-year-old girl both blown up by Israeli bombs with severe internal injuries, whom I operated on. They had survivable injuries, but were already profoundly malnourished, as a result of the forced starvation used as a weapon of war by the Israelis. Despite our surgery to repair their injuries they were unable to heal and died under my care of malnutrition, malnutrition caused by deliberate starvation by the Israeli government.
30 UK doctors and 90 USA doctors have written to our respective governments describing the multiple war crimes we have witnessed, and every one of us described our witnessing pre-teen children being shot in the head or torso – these are not collateral damage, these are multiple examples of Israeli soldiers deliberately targeting and killing children.  
Political institutions throughout the UK, both national and local have failed Gaza – at best they have been silent whilst witnessing multiple breaches of International Humanitarian Law; at worst they have been complicit and have allowed the Israelis to continue their genocidal destruction of Gaza with impunity. Oxford City Council must stand up and speak out in support of Gaza and to demonstrate that you are committed to human rights and International Law - you must support this motion.

Response from Councillor Susan Brown, Leader and Cabinet Member for Partnership Working
Thank you for your important and moving address. As you will know we have a motion in front of us tonight. It builds on existing work and policies of this council which has long pursued ethical investment and procurement policies. There has been a lot of cross party working to find wording that we can all agree on, and I am hopeful for cross party support for the motion tonight.
I mentioned at the beginning of council that we had received a letter from the Mayor of our twin city Ramallah and that I responded today. 
I think it might be helpful to quote from my response to the Mayor.
I thanked him for his letter which I said I read with deep sadness and concern
I said that the images of renewed destruction in Gaza are truly shocking and that we can only condemn Israel’s resumption of its military action there. 
I commented that it was essential that we see Israel’s immediate return to the ceasefire agreement, and a resumption of its staged withdrawal from the territory, along with the release of hostages Hamas continues to hold.
During Ramadan, it is also more important than ever that food aid can resume, together with the other forms of humanitarian assistance and electricity – all desperately needed in Gaza.
I also said that I know our Prime Minister shares these concerns and is urging both Israel and Hamas to return urgently to talks to implement the ceasefire agreement in full and work towards peace. That should involve a credible plan to allow Palestinians in Gaza to return home and rebuild their lives, as envisaged in the Arab proposed recovery and reconstruction plan, and Hamas removed from power. There can be no attempt to forcibly annex land in Gaza. 
I said that reports of the killing of Palestinian civilians in the West Bank, including children, are abhorrent and that violent settlers must be held to account, and the Israeli Defence Force must be fully accountable to the law.
Our greatest wish is that the attacks in both Gaza and the West Bank cease immediately, and that the citizens of Ramallah can celebrate Eid at the end of the month in a climate of renewed hope for an agreement settlement that can bring permanent peace and freedom.
Finally, I would also like to take this opportunity to offer our heartfelt congratulations to you and your OUH colleague Alessandra Morelli, a Senior Research Midwife, on your recent presentation of Humanitarian Medals at Buckingham Palace for in your case your work in Gaza and in her case her work in Libya post Storm Daniel.
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